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Lecture 14: 
Fossil Man 

HOW TO THINK ABOUT 
EVOLUTION 

AND THE FOSSIL RECORD OF MAN 
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How do 
we deal 

with this? 

How do 
we deal 

with this? 

Micro-evolution 

Macro-evolution 

How accurate 
is this 

reconstruction
? 
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Australo-
pithecus/
or Homo 
habilis 

2.2 mya 

Homo 
erectus 

1.6 mya 

Cro Magnon 

100,000 ya 

Evolution 
has a 
racial 
bias! 
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Macro or Micro? 

The “Human Race” 

Australopithecus 
afarensis 

3.5 mya 

Australopithecus 
aricanus 

3 mya 

Australopithecus 
robustus 

2.2 mya 

Homo habilis 

2.2 mya 

Homo erectus 

1.6 mya 

Neanderthal 

130.000 ya 

Cro Magnon 

43,000 ya 

“De-Evolution”? 
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Proposed Ancestors of Man 

So, you think 
you know 
where you 
came from, 

eh!? 

I wonder if I 
evolved 

from those 
foolish 

humans? 
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Time-Life’s Development of the 
Face: From Fish to Man 

A Comparison Between Apes and Man 

350 cc 

500 cc 1400 cc 

Cranial Size 
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Steps in reconstructing a fossil head 

Figure 8 

Piltdown Man 
Reconstruction 

Man’s Skull 

Ape’s Jaw 
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Neanderthal Man (Two Views) 

Two Models 

Evolution 
Model 
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Creation 
Model 

Which model fits the evidence 
best? 

Reconstruction 
of the “Taung 
skull” made to 
look more like 
a man 
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So, what is 
the evidence 

for this so-
called 

connection? 

Some Evolutionists Wonder: 

! “This regular absence of transitional forms 
is not confined to mammals, but is an 
almost universal phenomenon, as has 
long been noted by paleontologists.” 

!  George Gaylord Simpson (Tempo and 
Mode in Evolution, p. 107) 

Another Evolutionist says: 

! “If you ask, ‘What is the evidence for 
continuity?’ you would have to say, 
‘There isn’t any in the fossils of animals 
and man.  The connection between them 
is in the mind.” 

!  Dr. Colin Patterson (Darwin’s Enigma, by 
Luther D. Sunderland, p. 90) 
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Did You Know This One? 
! “Why if species descended from 

species by fine gradations, do we 
not everywhere see innumerable 
transitionary forms?  As by this 
theory [evolution] innumerable 
transitional forms must have 
existed, why do we not find them 
imbedded in countless numbers 
in the crust of the earth?” 

!  Charles Darwin (Origin of the 
Species, p. 157) 
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Richard Leakey is an 
evolutionist who has 
spent his whole life 
looking for the elusive 
“missing link,” but he 
believes that there are 
so few that he says 
they will probably not 
be found! 

Dirk’s 
“Family 

Tree” 
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Proposed Ancestors of Man 

Neanderthal 

! First discovered in 1856 
! Most early evolutionists believed it was 

the “missing link” 
! Abandoned in the 1960's: considered to 

be modern man 
! Homo sapiens (Neanderthalensis) 

Neanderthal Man 

! Avg. brain 
size: 1525 cc 

! Modern man: 
1400 cc 
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Ancient or 
Pre-flood? 

“Buried Alive” by Jack Cuozzo 

Could Neanderthal 
just be post-flood 
man living an 
average of 400 
years!? 
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Status Today: 

! Fully Human 

Homo erectus  (Java man, Peking 
man)  

! 1891 
!  Eugene Dubois, 

Teilhard de Chardin 

¾ Discovery of skull 
1470 in 1972 makes this 
questionable; probably 
misinterpreted animal 
bones or combination 

Java Man 

Human Femur 

Gibbon Skull Cap 
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Homo Erectus Reconstruction 

Transitional form or combination ? 

Peking Man 

W 2825 Homo Erectus Pekinensis 

Peking Man Reconstruction 
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Homo Erectus in Africa 

•   Actually a 
Neanderthal? 
•   And therefore 
Human? 

Java Man 

Peking Man 

Neanderthal 

Which One is Homo Erectus? 

Status Today: 

! Combination? (Java man, Peking 
Man) 

! True Man? (Homo erectus in 
Africa) 
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Piltdown Man 

! 1912 
!  Charles Dawson, 

Henry Fairfield 
Osborne 

!  Considered a 
“missing link” for 41 
years! 

!  Finally revealed as 
a Hoax! 

Piltdown reconstruction 

Artist’s reconstruction of “Piltdown man” 
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The teeth in the bottom jaw 
were filed down  

The upper condyle was 
broken off so that it would 
“fit” with the skull 

Both bones were treated with 
iron salts to make them look 
old 

The skull once belonged to a 
human 

The jaw was from an 
orangutan 

Status Today: 

! HOAX 

Mr. and Mrs.  Hesperopithecus 

! 1922 
!  Harold Cook 
!  Used as evidence in the Scopes 

Trial 
!  In 1927 revealed to be a tooth 

from an ancient pig 



2/18/12 

20 

Mr. and Mrs.  Hesperopithecus 

A PIG’S TOOTH!! 

! “One time that a pig made a 
monkey out of man!” 

!  Duane Gish 
Sometimes I 

wonder about 
humans! 

Status Today: 

!   HOAX 
!   Misinterpreted animal fossil 



2/18/12 

21 

Australopithecus africanus 

! 1924 
!  Raymond Dart 
!  On its way to man 

because of its TEETH 
!  Disqualified by skull 

1470 (which is “older” 
and more human 

!  Probably a 
misinterpreted animal 

Chimp skull (juvenile) 

Adult Chimp skull 
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Chimp Skulls 

Australopithecus africanus (Adult) 

Male and Female Gorilla 
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Male and female Orangutan 

Australopithecus or Orangutan? 

3 million years old, or modern 
chimp? 
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Remember: What you 
believe influences 
how you will interpret 
the data! 

The skull was 
NOT found 
with the 
skeleton.  Why 
are they put 
together? 

Did A. africanus 
walk upright? 

Chimpanzee skull 

Human skeleton 

Status Today: 

!   Misinterpreted animal fossil 
!   Combination (adult skull) 
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Australopithecus Robustus 

! 1938 
!  Robert Broom 
!  Disqualified by 

discovery of  
“Homo habilis” in 
1960's 

!  Probably nothing 
more than an ape 

Zinjanthropus reconstruction 
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Zinjanthropus 
reconstruction 

Homo habilis 
! 1960 
!  Louis and Richard 

Leakey 
!  Ancestral status still 

indeterminate (depends 
on which specimen is 
being studied) 

!  Some skulls similar to 
Neanderthal 

Skull 1470 
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Richard 
Leakey 

400 
fragments! 

Where did the jaw come from? 

Presupposition? Apelike 

Ape’s angle 

Man’s angle 
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Adding Muscle 

Skull 1470 – 
Before its 
ancestors!? 
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Where does it fit? 

"Either we toss out this skull or we toss out our theories 
of early man . . [It] leaves in ruins the notion that all 

early fossils can be arranged in an orderly sequence of 
evolutionary change."—*Richard E. Leakey, "Skull 

1470," National Geographic, June 1973, p. 819. 

Laetoli Footprints 

Laetoli footprints: Could they 
belong to modern man? 

! "Make no mistake about it, they are like modern 
human footprints. If one were left in the sand of 
a California beach today, and a four-year old 
were asked what it was, he would instantly say 
that somebody had walked there. He wouldn't be 
able to tell it from a hundred other prints on the 
beach, nor would you. The external morphology 
is the same. There is a well shaped modern heel 
with a strong arch and good ball of the foot in 
front of it. The big toe is straight in line. It doesn't 
stick out to the side like an ape toe" (Lucy p. 
250, Johanson & Edey). 
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• Remember this 
skull!? 
•  Could skull 
1470 be just 
another 
Neanderthal 
•  And therefore 
just a human? 

Ramapithecus 

! 1964 
!  David Philbeam 
! Thought to be our 

ancestor 17 million 
years ago (based on 
teeth) 

! Found to be an 
orangutan in 1979 

Sivapithecus 
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Ramapithecus 
reconstruction 

Status Today: 

!  Nothing more than an 
orangutan (an ape) 

!  Misinterpreted animal fossils 

Australopithecus afarensis 
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40% 
Complete 

Fragmented 
Skull 

Previous A. afarensis fossil 

Pygmy 
Chimp 

“Lucy” 
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•  Pygmy chimp 
•  Living today in 
Africa 
•  3.5 feet tall 
•  Cranial capacity: 
450cc’s (same 
as Lucy) 

Status Today: 

! Probably just a pygmy chimp 
!  Misinterpreted animal fossil 

Ramapithecus 

A. afarensis 

A. africanus 

Orangutang Chimp Gorilla 
Man 

Homo erectus 

Homo habilis 

Java Man Peking Man Neanderthal 

A. robustus 

TRUE   MAN! 
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Conclusion: 

! The “proposed ancestors” are 
either: 

!  True men 
!  Misinterpreted animals 
!  A combination of the two 
!  “Never the twain shall meet”! 

Thank you 
for your 

attention. 
Do you 

have any 
questions? 


