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 A R E  YO U  R E A D Y ?  

	   	   	   	  	  
 

Lecture 3 
Can we trust our 
Scriptures? 

HOW ACCURATE IS 
THE BIBLE? 

 
The Authenticity of the 
Scriptures; Historicity, 
etc. The Eyewitness 

Evidence 

Often-Asked Questions 

•  Isn’t the Bible full of 
contradictions and errors? 

•  The Bible has been copied and 
translated so many times – hasn’t 
this process led to errors? 

•  How can you be sure that the Bible 
is the same now as when it was 
written? 

Often-Asked Questions 

•  Didn’t the church arbitrarily decide 
which books should be included in 
the Bible and which books should be 
rejected? 

•  So many people have different 
interpretations of the Bible – what 
makes you think that yours is 
correct? 

Often-Asked Questions 

•  How can you place your faith in a 
book that condones genocide and 
slavery? 

•  Doesn’t the Bible make a number of 
claims that are scientifically 
inaccurate? 

•  Is God worthy of worship if He kills 
innocent children? 
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The Real Question: 

• Can we trust the 
Bible? 

Is the Bible Inspired? 
•  “All	  Scripture	  is	  inspired	  by	  God	  and	  profitable	  

for	  teaching,	  for	  reproof,	  for	  correction,	  for	  
training	  in	  righteousness;	  so	  that	  the	  man	  of	  
God	  may	  be	  adequate,	  equipped	  for	  every	  
good	  work.”	  (2	  Timothy	  3:16-‐17)	  

•  “But	  know	  this	  first	  of	  all,	  that	  no	  prophecy	  of	  
Scripture	  is	  a	  matter	  of	  one's	  own	  
interpretation,	  for	  no	  prophecy	  was	  ever	  made	  
by	  an	  act	  of	  human	  will,	  but	  men	  moved	  by	  the	  
Holy	  Spirit	  spoke	  from	  God.”	  (2	  Peter	  1:20-‐21)	  

Charles Templeton 

•  It is “no longer possible for an 
informed man or woman to 
believe that … the Bible is 
either a reliable document … or, 
as the Christian church insists, 
the infallible Word of God.” 

Bart Ehrman: Misquoting Jesus 
•  “As	  we	  learned	  at	  Moody	  [Bible	  Institute]	  in	  
one	  of	  the	  first	  courses	  in	  the	  curriculum,	  
we	  don't	  actually	  have	  the	  original	  writings	  
of	  the	  New	  Testament.	  What	  we	  have	  are	  
copies	  of	  these	  writings,	  made	  years	  later—
in	  most	  cases,	  many	  years	  later.	  Moreover,	  
none	  of	  these	  copies	  is	  completely	  accurate,	  
since	  the	  scribes	  who	  produced	  them	  
inadvertently	  and/or	  intentionally	  changed	  
them	  in	  places.”	  (5)	  

Bart Ehrman: Misquoting Jesus 
•  “If	  one	  wants	  to	  insist	  that	  God	  inspired	  the	  very	  

words	  of	  scripture,	  what	  would	  be	  the	  point	  if	  we	  
don't	  have	  the	  very	  words	  of	  scripture?	  In	  some	  
places,	  as	  we	  will	  see,	  we	  simply	  cannot	  be	  sure	  
that	  we	  have	  constructed	  the	  original	  text	  
accurately.	  .	  .	  .	  The	  fact	  that	  we	  don't	  have	  the	  
words	  surely	  must	  show,	  I	  reasoned,	  that	  [God]	  
did	  not	  preserve	  them	  for	  us.	  And	  if	  he	  didn't	  
perform	  that	  miracle,	  there	  seemed	  to	  be	  no	  
reason	  to	  think	  that	  he	  performed	  the	  earlier	  
miracle	  of	  inspiring	  those	  words.”	  (p.	  11)	  

There are three responses to 
this question: 

•  (1) the Bible is not reliable, 
•   (2) there are certain 
problems with the Bible, and  

•  (3) the Bible is reliable. 
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Three Options: 

  NO The Bible 
has problems YES 

Can we trust 
the Bible? 1.  THE BIBLE IS NOT 

TRUSTWORTHY: 

Can we trust the Bible? NO 

False Impressions 

Reliability of the  
Biblical Documents 
1.  Bibliographic Test 
2.  Internal Test 
3.  External Test 
4.  Conclusion 
 

Uniqueness of 
The Bible 

Beneficial Effects 
of the Bible 

The Bible Has Problems 

YES 

A. Second and third 
hand information 

about the Bible leads 
to false impressions. 

False Impressions 

•  “God helps those who help 
themselves” 

•  “Cleanliness is next to 
godliness” 

•  The two “contradictory” 
creation accounts in Genesis 1 
and 2  

B. The Old Testament 
and New Testament 
documents pass three 

crucial tests: 



4/12/13 

4 

(1) The bibliographic test: 
•  (a) Manuscript quantity:  there are over 

24,000 New Testament manuscripts. 
•  (b) Manuscript quality:  Old Testament, 

excellent; New Testament, very good. 
•  (c) Manuscript time span:  Old 

Testament, helped by Dead Sea Scrolls; 
New Testament, exceptionally short 
(about 100 years). 

Manuscript quantity 

24,633 MSS

Manuscript quality 

• Homer’s Illiad:  95% accurate 
• New Testament: 99.5% accurate 

Work When 
Written 

Earliest 
Copy 

Time 
Span 

No. of 
Copies 

Homer 
(Iliad) 
New 
Testament 

900 BC 
 

40-100 
AD 

400 BC 
 

125 AD 

500 yrs 
 

25 yrs 

643 
 

Over 
24,000 

•  Textual 
criticism 
helps us 
to 
determine 
the 
original 
text 
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The Evidence 

Type Symbol Amt. Date 
Papyri P__ 97 2nd-7th C. 
Uncials Caps, 0_ 300 4th-9th C. 
Minusc’l numbers 2760 9th C. 
Lect’rie
s 

L__ 2140 3rd-17th C. 

Vers’ns Abbrev. mult. 2nd-15th C. 
Fathers Name mult. 2nd-4th C. 

Papyri 
P66 Bodmer Papyrus 200 AD Jn. 1:1ff 

 ENARXHHNOLOGOS  

KAIQSHNOLOGOS!

Uncial 

 

Codex 

Sinaiticus 

Mid-4th C. 

Jn 1:1ff 

Minuscules 

2 

Codex 2 

12th C. 

Lk. 6:21ff 

 maka/rioi oi¸ peinw½ntej nu=n, oÀti 
xortasqh/sesqe.  

Lectionaries 

L562 

AD 991 

Jn 
19:10-
16;  

Mt 
27:3-5 

Versions 
syrp 
Syriac NT 
Peshitta  
AD 400-450  

vg 
Jerome’s Latin 
Vulgate 
4th-5th C. 
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Fathers 

Athanasius 
Clement of 
Alexandria 

Justin 
Martyr 

Production 

q  Copyist Errors 

q  Orthography 

q  Local Texts 

q  Printing 

Historical Factors in Transmission and 
Corruption . . .  

Bart Ehrman on Variations in the Bible 

•  “With	  this	  abundance	  of	  evidence,	  what	  can	  we	  
say	  about	  the	  total	  number	  of	  variants	  known	  
today?	  Scholars	  differ	  significantly	  in	  their	  
estimates—some	  say	  there	  are	  200,000	  variants	  
known,	  some	  say	  300,000,	  some	  say	  400,000	  or	  
more!	  We	  do	  not	  know	  for	  sure	  because,	  despite	  
impressive	  developments	  in	  computer	  
technology,	  no	  one	  has	  yet	  been	  able	  to	  count	  
them	  all.	  Perhaps,	  as	  I	  indicated	  earlier,	  it	  is	  best	  
simply	  to	  leave	  the	  matter	  in	  comparative	  terms.	  
There	  are	  more	  variations	  among	  our	  manuscripts	  
than	  there	  are	  words	  in	  the	  New	  Testament”	  (pp.	  
89-‐90).	  

The problem of apparent 
errors:  

• Careful examination of the 
most apparent discrepancies 
shows that they can be 
harmonized. Other errors 
crept into the text through 
scribal mistakes, but these 
are of a minor nature. 

Variant Readings 
•  #1: Jesus Christ is the Savior of the 
whole world 

•  #2: Christ Jesus is the Savior of the 
whole world. 

•  #3: Jesus Christ s the Savior of the 
whole worl. 

•  #4: Jesus Christ is th Savior of the 
whle world. 

•  #5: Jesus Christ is the Savor of the 
whole wrld. 

Variant Readings 
•  #1: Jesus Christ is the Savior of the 
whole world 

•  #2: Christ Jesus is the Savior of the 
whole world. 

•  #3: Jesus Christ s the Savior of the 
whole worl. 

•  #4: Jesus Christ is th Savior of the whle 
world. 

•  #5: Jesus Christ is the Savor of the 
whole wrld. 
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•  Visual errors in copying 
•  Auditory errors when a group of 
scribes copied manuscripts that 
were read aloud 

•  Errors resulted from faulty writing, 
memory, and judgment 

•  Well-meaning scribes who thought 
they were correcting the text. 

Variant Readings Variant Readings 

•  I Kings 4:26 
•  “Solomon had 40,000 stalls of 
horses for his chariots” 

•  2 Chronicles 9:25 
• Only 4,000 stalls 
•  Archaeology supports the 
passage in 2 Chronicles 

Variant Readings 

•  NO variant readings are significant 
enough to call into question any of 
the doctrines of the New 
Testament 

•  The New Testament can be 
regarded as 99.5% pure 

•  The remaining 0.5% can often be 
ascertained  through textual 
criticism 

Copyist Errors 
q  Unintentional Errors  

 sight—2 Pt. 2:13 
      APATAIS, p72 ) A* !
      AGAPAIS, Ac B vg !
#sound—Rom. 5:1 
      E)XOMEN, )1 B2 copsa !
# #    E)XWMEN, )* B* copbo 

Copyist Errors 
q  Intentional Errors  

 smooth style—Phil. 2:5 
      touto gar, p46 )2 D !
      touto, )* A B copsa!
#doctrinal concerns—Jn. 7:8 (cf. 
      v. 10) 
   ou)k, ) D copbo !
# #    #ou)pw p66, 75 B copsa 

Orthography 
Lower Case Cursive from 9th C. 
onward . . . 

e.g., 

Codex 2 

12th C. 

Lk. 6:21ff 
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Local Texts 
Original Autographs 

 

ALEXANDRIAN  EASTERN WESTERN 

 

 
B ) 

BYZANTINE 

TEXTUS RECEPTUS 

q

   D ita b        W  

Printing 
First Printed GNT 

Complutensian 
Polyglot Bible 

1514 

Rom. 1:27-2:15 

Conclusion 
Conventional wisdom would say 
that the reading which has the 
majority of witnesses favoring it is 
the oldest and the best.   

BUT 

Since the paper trail was so 
disrupted, it is not possible to 
decide the best reading simply by 
counting mss.  They must be 
weighed. 

Implications 

Results of Textual Criticism— 

q   vast majority of differences are 
spelling, grammar, style 

q     none affect the substance of 
Christian doctrine  

Manuscript time span 

• The New Testament 
manuscripts are much closer 
to their original sources 

• The John Ryland manuscript 
of a portion of the gospel of 
John is dated around 125 
AD (25 years after John 
wrote it) 
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Implications 

P52  

Rylands Papyrus  

AD 125  

Jn 18:31-33, 
37-38 

OIOUDAIOIHMIN . . .!

OUDENAINAOLOGOS . . .!

EIPENSHMAINWN!

Work When 
Written 

Earliest 
Copy 

Time 
Span 

No. of 
Copies 

Homer 
(Iliad) 
New 
Testament 

900 BC 
 

40-100 
AD 

400 BC 
 

125 AD 

500 yrs 
 

25 yrs 

643 
 

Over 
24,000 

(2)  The internal 
test: 

•  The books of the Bible 
largely claim to be 
primary eyewitness 
accounts. 

• See John 21:24 
• Prophecies of Christ 

(3) The external test:  
• The Bible is externally 
verifiable because it is 
locked into history. 
Archaeological evidence 
consistently affirms the 
reliability of the Old 
Testament and New 
Testament accounts. 
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Archaeological Evidence 

• Hittites and Ebla 
• Moabite Stone, Black Obelisk, 
Taylor Prism, Lachish Letters 

•  Geographical details in the life 
of Jesus 

•  Luke’s historical and 
geographical accuracy 

Ancient Non-Christian 
Sources 

•  There are 17 ancient non-
Christian sources that testify 
to the historicity of Christ and 
early Christianity. 

•  Gary Habermas, The Historical Jesus, ch. 9, 187-228. 

1.  Tacitus (AD 55-120) 
2.  Seutonius (AD 117-138) 
3.  Josephus (AD 37-97) 
4.  Thallus (c. 52) 
5.  Pliny the Younger (c. 

112) 
6.  Emperor Trajan (c. 112) 
7.  Emperor Hadrian (AD 

117-138) 
8.  The Talmud (AD 70-200) 
9.  Toledoth Jesu (5th 

century) 

10. Lucian (2nd century) 
11. Mara Bar-Serapion (late 

1st – 3rd century) 
12. Gospel of Truth (AD 

135-160) 
13. Apocryphon of John 

(120-130) 
14. The Gospel of Thomas 

(AD 140-200) 
15. The Treatise on 

Resurrection (late 2nd 
century) 

16. Acts of Pontius Pilate 
(before AD 150) 

17. Phlegon (early 2nd 
century) 

17 Ancient non-Christian Sources 

• See Josephus and Tacitus 

Josephus (Antiquities, 93 AD)  
•  About that time there lived Jesus, a wise man, if 

indeed one ought to call him a man. For he was one 
who wrought surprising feats and was a teacher of 
such people as accept the truth gladly. He won over 
many Jews and many of the Greeks. He was the 
Messiah. When Pilate, upon hearing him accused by 
men of the highest standing amongst us, had 
condemned him to be crucified, those who had in the 
first place come to love him did not give up their 
affection for him. On the third day he appeared to 
them restored to life, for the prophets of God had 
prophesied these and countless other marvelous 
things about him. And the tribe of the Christians, so 
called after him, has still to this day not 
disappeared. 

Josephus (2) 
•  Now there arose about this time a source of 

further trouble in one Jesus, a wise man 
who performed surprising works, a teacher 
of men who gladly welcome strange things. 
He led away many Jews, and also many of 
the Gentiles. He was the so-called Christ. 
When Pilate, acting on information supplied 
by the chief men among us, condemned him 
to the cross, those who had attached 
themselves to him at first did not cease to 
cause trouble, and the tribe of Christians, 
which has taken this name from him is not 
extinct even today. 
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Tacitus (Annals 166 AD) 

•  Therefore, to scotch the rumor, Nero 
substituted as culprits, and punished with the 
utmost refinements of cruelty, a class of 
men, loathed for their vices, whom the crowd 
styled Christians. Christus, the founder of 
the name, had undergone the death penalty 
in the reign of Tiberius, by sentence of the 
procurator Pontius Pilatus, and the pernicious 
superstition was checked for a moment, only 
to break out once more, not merely in 
Judaea, the home of the disease, but in the 
capital itself, where all things horrible or 
shameful in the world collect and find a 
vogue.  

Norm Geisler 

•  “There’s more evidence that 
the Bible is a reliable source 
than there is for any other 
book from the ancient world.” 

Dr. Nelson Glueck 
 
•  "It may be stated categorically that no 

archaeological discovery has ever 
controverted a Biblical reference. Scores 
of archaeological findings have been 
made which confirm in clear outline or 
exact detail historical statements in the 
Bible. And, by the same token, proper 
evaluation of Biblical description has 
often led to amazing discoveries."  

•  Dr. Nelson Glueck, Rivers in the Desert, (New York: Farrar, Strous and Cudahy, 
1959), 136.  

 
 

Dr. Joseph P. Free 
•  "Archaeology has confirmed countless 

passages which have been rejected by 
critics as unhistorical or contradictory to 
known facts......Yet archaeological 
discoveries have shown that these 
critical charges.....are wrong and that 
the Bible is trustworthy in the very 
statements which have been set aside as 
untrustworthy.....We do not know of any cases 
where the Bible has been proved wrong.”  

•  Dr. Joseph P. Free, Archaeology and Bible History. Scripture Press, 

Wheaton, IL, 1969, pg. 1  
 

Dr. William F. Albright 
•  "The reader may rest assured that 

nothing has been found [by 
archaeologists] to disturb a reasonable 
faith, and nothing has been discovered 
which can disprove a single theological 
doctrine. We no longer trouble ourselves 
with attempts to 'harmonize' religion and 
science, or to 'prove' the Bible. The 
Bible can stand for itself.”  

•  Dr. William F. Albright, eminent archeologist who 
confirmed the authenticity of the Dead Sea Scrolls 
following their discovery  

Dr. Clifford Wilson 
•  "I know of no finding in archaeology 
that’s properly confirmed which is 
in opposition to the Scriptures. The 
Bible is the most accurate history 
textbook the world has ever seen.”  

•  Dr Clifford Wilson, formerly director of the Australian 

Institute of Archaeology  
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The Bible is unique in its 
production, preservation 
and proclamations, and it 
has changed history and 
changed lives more than 

any other book. 

THE BIBLE IS  
TRUSTWORTHY 


